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DEATH & DYSFUNCTION A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 


For the 


dead 


and their families, 
a Jersey disgrace 


The agencies charged with discovering how someone died have left 


a trail of mangled corpses, devastated relatives and unsolved crimes ... 


Dan Nott, for The Star-Ledger 


... yet for decades no one has fixed the system with a national reputation for failure 


An 18-month NJ Advance Media investigation for The Star-Ledger found serious failures at nearly every 


level of the state’s patchwork system of medical examiner offices, the obscure agencies charged with one 


of the most fundamental tasks: figuring out how somebody died and why. The probe revealed families 


left to grieve without answers or closure, innocent people sent to jail and murders still unsolved. How did 


we get here? See special section inside. 
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WASHINGTON 


GOP tax 


deal hits 
home 


in N.J. 


Deduction for local levies 
would be capped at $10,000 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


Congressional Republicans agreed 
Wednesday on an overhaul of the nation’s 
tax laws that would gut the federal deduc- 
tion for state and local levies — a major tax 
break for middle-class families, especially 
in New Jersey — while giving wealthy 
Americans a bigger tax cut. 

The tax-cut legislation scheduled to 
reach the full House and Senate next 
week would cap the deduction at $10,000, 
though also allow it to include income or 
sales taxes in addition to property taxes. 
Still to be decided is whether someone 
could deduct only property taxes or income 
taxes, or can combine both to reach the 
threshold. 

Either way, the measure would eliminate 
most of a tax break that has been part of the 
income tax code since the beginning, one 
that is taken most often by residents of New 
Jersey and other high-tax states that send 
billions of dollars more to Washington than 
they receive in services. 
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IN TODAY 


N.J. rocker DiNizio dies 


Pat DiNizio, the Smithereens frontman 
who called Scotch Plains “the only place 
in the world I feel centered,” died Tuesday 
at the age of 62. His music influenced 
Nirvana, Ted Leo and others. Page 41 


U.S. DISTRICT COURT 


Former student admits his role in 2016 internet crash, Rutgers hacks 


Kelly Heyboer and Ted Sherman 
For The Star-Ledger 


A former Rutgers University student has 
pleaded guilty in federal court to being one 
of the architects of a computer virus that 
crashed websites around the world in Octo- 
ber 2016 in one of the worst outages in the 
history of the internet, prosecutors said. 

Paras Jha, of Fanwood, also pleaded guilty 
in federal court in Trenton on Wednesday 
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to an additional computer-fraud charge for 
repeatedly disabling Rutgers University’s 
internet network while taunting school offi- 
cials on social media. 

His attorney said Jha is sorry for what 
he did and takes full responsibility for his 
actions. 

“Paras Jha is a brilliant young man whose 
intellect and technical skills far exceeded his 
emotional maturity,” said Robert Stahl, Jha’s 
attorney. 
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The 21-year-old former Rutgers computer 
science major, who lives at home with his 
parents, admitted in a series of pleas that 
stretch from New Jersey to Alaska to help- 
ing create powerful computer codes, includ- 
ing the Mirai virus that terrorized the inter- 
net last year. 

He and his co-conspirators used the code 
to crash various websites, then published the 
Mirai virus on hacker websites in September 
2016, prosecutors said. 
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The following month, other hackers took 
the code and launched a massive cyberat- 
tack that crippled much of the internet. 

Though his code was used, Jha is not 
charged with directly launching the Octo- 
ber 2016 cyberattack that crashed Twitter, 
Netflix and other websites around the world, 
prosecutors said. Those hackers remain 
unknown and investigators declined to com- 
ment on the investigation. 
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